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Living up to its name

The RainShine House in Decatur, GA
is a LEED Platinum home, certified
EarthCraft Home and Energy Star
home and is currently a candidate for
certification by the US Department of
Energy under their Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy program.

The RainShine House was
designed for a couple as their
retirement residence on a 1/3-acre
infill lot, with provision for visiting
children and extended family
members. Homes in the surrounding
single-family

neighborhood

RainShine House

ventilator, LED lighting system and
the net-metered, roof-mounted 3.1
kilowatt photovoltaic system. This
home is said to be so energy efficient
that it is anticipated it will consume
only 43 percent of the energy
consumed by a similar home built
to the standards of the International
Energy Conservation Code. And
by using re-purposed flooring and
nontoxic paints, as well as carpet tiles
and countertops made from recycled
materials, the home is nearly 100 non-
toxic.
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to ranch. Located just blocks from
downtown Decatur, RainShine is in a
walkable neighborhood.

Designed by Architect Robert M.
Cain, of Atlanta, and constructed by
Robert Soens Jr. of Pinnacle Custom
Builders, an EarthCraft builder,
the Rainshine is complete with five
550-gallon rainharvest cisterns in
the basement, water-based insulation
materials, geothermal heat pump,
desuperheaters, energy recovery

system. The

butterfly design,
with its inverted gable, simplifics
rainwater collection, eliminates
extensive gutter and downspout
systems. To accommodate the long
spans of the butterfly roof, the roof
of the home is framed in 100 percent
recycled-content steel from local
sources; this material was also chosen
because it is easily recycled and mold,
mildew and termite resistant. 80
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